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Maitland P. Simmons Memorial 
Award Summer Institute,  

July 13-17, Rutgers University

 “The Institute provided a wealth of information, 
activities, tools, and materials - all of which I can 
immediately apply in my classroom.  This was the best 
professional development experience of my career.  “

“I feel like I have died and gone to professional develop-
ment heaven.  I keep pinching myself because this week 
felt like a dream. I can’t wait to go back to school 
and share the knowledge not only about info but about 
institute with other teachers.”

“Being at Maitland Simmons is like 
eating potato chips...you want more!”

“Thank you very much  
for this opportunity!!”

“Maitland Simmons Institute 
ROCKS!! “

“This week long experience was jam packed with demos, 
labs, information and technology. The instructors were 
top notch.”

“Awesome, and informative!  I had such a wonderful 
experience learning new techniques, demonstrations, 
and hands-on activities to help me teach my students 
about Chemistry and aspects of Physics!  “

“Amazing opportunity to learn how
 to be a better teacher.”



!                  
Share this membership form with a colleague
Is this an ‘extra’ membership form for a colleague or do you need to 

renew your membership in NJSTA? Membership is from January - January
When you are done with this newsletter, consider leaving it in your faculty room for others

NAME (First, MI, Last)_________________________________________________________________________________________

Home Address________________________________________________________________________________________________

Home City________________________________________   State______________   Zip___________________________________

Home Phone    (_______ )      	_ _________________________________   E-mail address:_____________________________________

Home Country_ __________  Employer / School District ______________________________________________________________ 

Grade Level: _ __________________________   Subject Area:________________________  Position ____________________________

Would you like to be more active in NJSTA?_____________________________________

___ Regular Dues: $25.00     Renewal:__________      New Member: __________

___ Undergrad: $10.00     School:_________________________________      Advisor’s #: (________)   ______________________

Make checks payable to NJSTA
Mail to: Janet Gaudino, Membership Chair, 108 Fountayne Lane, Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
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F  ree Resources-Chemistry of Fire: This program includes a 
teacher’s guide with five lesson plans, a DVD that demon-

strates exciting experiments included in the lessons, a poster.  
Aligned to NSTA Standards for 9th - 12th grades.  To obtain 
a free copy of the program go to www.sfpe.org.

New Blog Launched: Blog on the Universe is dedicat-
ed to helping teachers of science and parents make 

science an adventure.   Includes Resource Pages on the 
nature of the universe, human exploration, the nature of 
science, and resource lists for teachers, parents, and com-
munity leaders.  Visit http://blogontheuniverse.org   Hosted 
by Dr. Jeff Goldstein (speaker for the 2008 NJSC).

Radon Poster Contest (deadline 10/15): The goals are to 
raise awareness about the harmful effects of indoor radon 

gas and to increase the number of homes tested for radon.   
The contest is open to children ages 9-14.  Visit http://www.
state.nj.us/dep/seeds/radonpc.htm

Become a Top Star (deadline 1/2/10) U.S. formal (K-12, 
college) and informal educators are invited to submit 

their best examples of using NASA’s Hubble Space Tele-

scope for science, technology, engineering or mathemat-
ics education. Those selected as “Top Stars” will receive 
national recognition and awards.  Visit http://topstars.
strategies.org . 

Target Field Trip Grants (Deadline 11/3) Grants up to $800 
are available for local field trips.   Visit http://sites.target.

com/site/en/company/page.jsp?contentId=WCMP04-031880

 

FYI

You Tube Blocked?
Is YouTube blocked in your classroom?  By using this free 

YouTube downloader (http://youtubedown-
load.altervista.org/), you can download the 

video at home and then view it in your 
classroom.  All you need is the url and 
you can convert the video. t
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Join thousands of teachers of science on October 13 and 14, for the 33rd annual 
New Jersey Science Convention at the Garden State Exhibit Center, DoubleTree 
Hotel and Holiday Inn in Somerset, NJ. See registration form on page 2.
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Calendar of events

10/13-14		 Tuesday-Wednesday  NJSC 33rd Annual Convention:  October 13-14
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(p)      	osteopathy
(q)      	homeopathy
(r)       	chiropractic
(s)       	chiropathy
(t)        osteopathic medicine in the USA
(u)      prediction of eclipses
(v)     spherical or near spherical earth con-

trary to what our senses reveal
(w)     pyramid power
(x)     Tarot psychic readings
(y)         “runs” at the roulette wheel or one-

armed bandit  
(z)      amazing coincidences
 (aa)    scientology

288.  THE CHECKERBOARD. This prob-
lem or puzzlement has been around 
for a long time but I’m not going to 
ask the question that you are thinking 
of, at least not right away. How about 
trying the following. Give each student 
a copy of the checkerboard and a 3x5 
card. Then  ask the class to write down 
on the card how many squares they 
count. After about ten minutes or so, 
collect the cards and do a quick analy-
sis of the results. How many counted 
64 and how  many counted another 
number.   Then determine how many 
different answers there were. And 
maybe there will be all or nearly all 
64s. maybe not. Then later or anoth-
er day    repeat the procedure but this 

time tell them that the quick and easy 
obvious answer of 64 is not    correct, 
there are more squares. Say no more. 
Go over the cards after ten minutes or 
so and see if this “clue” made any dif-
ference. I doubt whether there will be 
many with the correct answer.

	 Now the learning comes in the next 
round where you suggest a systematic   
approach using pencil , paper, and 
a chart or table in which they enter 
the number of single squares, 2 x 2s, 
3 x 3s, 4 x 4s… This time when you  
collect the cards you should notice 
a  considerable improvement in their 
counts, perhaps not the correct an-
swer but close to it. t

Mental Gymnastics
continued from page 4






